
10 KEY QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN 
BUILDING ON YOUR HOME SITE

In this document, we have compiled some of the most frequently asked questions 
landowners have had regarding building a custom home on your home site, and, more 
importantly, our direct and informative answers. 

Our goal is to ensure you have as much knowledge as possible in order to  understand 
what you need to consider before building on your home site, but also the importance 
of selecting the right custom builder.
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1.  Will the placement of my new home have any bearing on the final price?

Every piece of land is different, so it’s best to consult with a professional builder prior to deciding 
precisely where to place your custom home. 

We specialize in examining your lot in order to ensure you are maximizing the value of your home and 
property. Often, adjusting exactly where your new home will be constructed can result in tremendous 
savings for you. We will look very closely at all aspects of your land, providing suggestions and advice to 
ensure you receive the best design options available. Access, drainage, walk-outs and utilities all need to 
be considered.

2.  Do I need to get my soil tested? Can you help me understand what this involves?

Perhaps, there are different types of soil testing that could need to be performed before building can 
begin. This is often determined by where you are filing for a permit.

Without question, you will need to conduct a perc test. A perc test is required by most county health 
departments as a means of determining whether a property is suitable to hold a septic system. Most of 
the world’s septic systems are designed in a way that requires a septic drain field or “leach field” to drain 
away any excess water.

A percolation test (often called a perc test) is a test to determine the water absorption rate of your soil 
(that is, its capacity for percolation) in preparation for the building of a septic drain field (leach field) or 
infiltration basin.

Based on our knowledge of soils and other factors, we can help you decide where to test and what part of 
your land is going to be best suited for your septic field and for your home.

3.  If natural gas is not available should I build all electric?

When it’s not practical to incorporate natural gas lines to your home, electric may seem like your 
only option. There is another choice that is not only convenient, but also cost-effective. Many rural 
homeowners utilize propane to cook, provide heat and hot water for their families.

We strongly suggest incorporating the use of propane into your new home along with electricity. Our 
clients find using propane even more convenient than relying solely on electricity. There are several local 
propane providers throughout our building area who will gladly provide quotes, tanks and exceptional 
service. 

If you do plan on utilizing propane, it’s important to let your builder know as soon as possible. With this 
knowledge, they will be able to decide the best location to place your tank and access to the home.

Homeowners who build in a rural area might also want to consider a backup power source in the event 
of a power outage. Heavy seasonal storms can cause homes, especially those off the beaten path, to be 
left without electricity for extended periods of time. In our modern world, this can become much more 
than a slight inconvenience. We can guide you through the special considerations of powering your back-
up generator with propane.
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4.  How important is driveway access?

This subject doesn’t get nearly the attention it deserves. In many instances, clients prefer to build their 
new home as far away from the entrance to the property as possible. This decision will have an impact on 
the design of your home as driveway access, garage placement and possibly the inclusion of an expensive 
driveway needs to be taken into account. 

Whether the driveway will be long and straight, short and windy or somewhere in between, all options 
must be discussed with your builder, as your decision will be factored into the overall price of your home. 
Prior to construction is also the best time to discuss ease of access into and out of the garage. Larger 
doors may be needed for larger vehicles, trailers and boats. Plus, you need to consider turnaround space.
We can help you arrange all these factors to be sure your new home fits just right.

5.  My neighbors down the road have access to electricity, but I don’t know if it 
extends to my lot. How can I find out?

Often electric lines are non-existent on rural, previously undeveloped land. This doesn’t mean you need 
to give up on the idea of building on your property, rather, research needs to be performed as to the 
best possible way to get electricity to the site. If other homes exist nearby it is usually a simple matter of 
contacting the local utility company and discussing your options. 

Placing your meter box and the possibility of a transformer are both important considerations. We’ve 
encountered this situation many times since starting our business and can assist with ensuring your new 
home will have access to electricity.

6.  Are there any limitations to utilizing a septic system?

Over the lifetime of your home, owning a septic system is traditionally a better value, as there is no 
monthly sewage charge from your local municipality. Septic systems are often thought of as being very 
hard to maintain; however, this is not the case at all. As long as your tank is pumped and maintained at 
recommended intervals you should rarely experience any septic system problems.  If you have a septic 
field, making sure it drains properly is critical.

Many homeowners believe if they don’t have access to public sewage they won’t have the option to install 
a kitchen garbage disposal or will be forced to adjust how they use their plumbing. This simply isn’t true.  
A larger horsepower garbage disposal can be installed and used daily for common food debris, with the 
exception of too much grease. We’ve installed plenty of septic systems, strategically ensuring tanks are 
safely located the proper distance underground, away from growing tree roots to avoid future problems 
yet still easily accessible for maintenance. Overall, any convenience provided with a public sewage system 
is also possible in a septic system—at less cost over the lifetime of your home.
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7.  Outdoor living is important to us. What can I do to make that easier?

Homeowners realize the temperature in our area —except for the coldest months—can be 
very hospitable. With that being said, many families enjoy time outdoors year round.  Have you 
considered how much more livable space you can gain from your rural property by adding an 
outdoor kitchen, fireplace or screened in porch?  It’s best to plan for these outdoor living spaces 
before you build in order to get the best use from your existing land.

All of that extra time enjoying outdoor activities can lead to dirt and mud brought in from foot 
traffic. It is important to consider how and where your family enters and exits the house. We suggest 
including a mudroom, possibly two, in the design of your new home. Share with us your ideal family 
entrance—we’re certain we can exceed your vision.

8.  My land is completely unimproved. What do I have to consider before building 
a house?

In addition to the previously mentioned soil testing and house placement, your land will need to be 
accessed by a homebuilding professional. Every piece of land is different, which makes an initial visit 
to your site so crucial. Trees may need cleared, rocks removed, and earth will need to be leveled and 
compacted.

It’s important to get a quote on improving your land prior to planning your new home. Most builders 
are equipped and able to assess your land for improvements, even incorporating clearing and 
preparation for construction into the total price of your new home. We are able to provide pricing 
as well as perform the work required to clear your land and best prepare it for your new Caliber 
Construction custom home.

9.  I plan on building a barn or out building in the future. Is that an important 
consideration when building my house?

Yes, if you are considering a future structure on your land it is definitely wise to inform your builder 
during your initial conversation.  It is much more cost-effective to understand where these planned 
structures will be placed. Homebuilders can run plumbing and utility lines to the area at the same 
time as construction, which will be one less thing to consider when it comes time to build any future 
structure and will save you money.

Perhaps your rural lot already plays host to a barn, workshop or detached garage. If you want to keep 
these features, please let us know. Additionally, in the event you would like to eliminate any existing 
components in order to “start from scratch,” we can help with that as well. Invite us to your rural 
acreage and we will provide you with our insight. We can even incorporate clearing your land for 
improvements into the budget of your new home.

10.  Can you explain what is involved in placing a water well on my property?

Based on the location of your property, a private water well may need to be drilled to provide your 
new home with safe water. The water supplied by your well can be used for domestic needs including 
drinking, bathing, washing, and irrigation or to fill your swimming pool. Some neighborhoods do 
apply restrictions in regards to the use of your well water; your builder should be able to help you 
learn more.
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